Federal Actions Impacting Deaf Nonprofits: FAQ
March 27* at 3PM ET

YouTube: https://youtu.be/hQhjZEclboA

Questions in ASL:

1. Many of the executive orders (EOs) are later overridden by the Supreme Court and
then reinstated, and then this partially slows down our efforts. How do we deal with
this?

Watch in ASL: 45:14 — 46:36 (timecode)

2. Is there a way nonprofits can fall back on following the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) of 1990 with our funders, and claim that our work is not DEI-specific but
adheres to the ADA (even though we do support DEI)?

Watch in ASL: 47:29 - 48:41 (timecode)

3. How will the federal changes impact state level funding? Will it trickle down to state
level directives?

Watch in ASL: 49:27 — 50:44 (timecode)

Questions answered in English:

1. How many EOs and laws addressing the need for interpreting for deaf and deaf
blind are affected?

There are no EOs that specifically address interpreting services for the deaf and DeafBlind
communities right now.


https://youtu.be/hQhjZEcIboA
https://youtu.be/hQhjZEcIboA?si=JqZCU11oZvMbNmVM&t=2714
https://youtu.be/hQhjZEcIboA?si=kWZgrw7-B_cut7Em&t=2849
https://youtu.be/hQhjZEcIboA?si=kWZgrw7-B_cut7Em&t=2967

DEI/DEIA-related EOs and Section 504 could potentially impact such services down the
road, but as discussed, we do not yet have clarity on these specific EOs. The Texas v
Becerra case is still an ongoing court case (related to challenging Section 504).

2. lthought the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) covers all ages? Is
that a federal law or an EO?

IDEA is a law protecting children with disabilities from birth to age 21. There is no IDEA-
specific EO currently.
3. Arethere any EOs that are specifically targeting STEM (science, technology,

engineering, and math) programs?

Please check https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-

executive-orders.pdf forthe latest updates on EOs and to determine whether any of them

involve STEM programs.

4. Can we state in our grants that have DEI requirements that we will comply with whatever
EOs are enacted at the time of the grant’s approval?

We strongly recommend that you check with your grant manager or funder on questions
specific to your grant.

5. Just because Trump sighed an EO to abolish DEIA and all actions relating to it, does
that mean we need to stop being a high standard human being that follows old
world values that our forefathers followed?

We are sharing information specific to the EOs and Section 504 today.


https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-executive-orders.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-executive-orders.pdf

In this webinar, Bobby and Maria (the presenters) are encouraging each organization to
conduct its own risk assessment and to make decisions about current funding sources as
well as future funding sources. This assessment can and should be based on your
organization’s mission, values, and priorities.

6. We get federal grants through state agencies that distribute funds regionally in our
state. Is that agency to be relied on to follow up on these EOs, and can | leave it up
tothem? Or do | need to ask each agency for guidance?

While your grant manager or program officer should be communicating with all grantee

organizations, it is possible that they will not, or that they are awaiting further information.
We encourage you to reach out to your funder directly.

7. lIsthere alink for Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF)?

https://dredf.org/protect-504/

8. Canyou expand on what are considered illegal activities for DEIA purposes? Is
there a link for this?

We suggest checking
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-executive-

orders.pdf for the latest and most detailed information on DEl-related EOs.

9. For those organizations who received Deaf Organizations Fund’s (DOF) grant, will
these grants be affected and can we get an update?


https://dredf.org/protect-504/
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-executive-orders.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-executive-orders.pdf

DOF's Impact Grant for Deaf Organizations is not currently impacted. All funds to our 2025
grantee organizations were released in January of this year.



